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say that the performance at Paris was in com-
pliance with one of the secret clauses of the
Treaty of Villafranca; others that Wagner
was sent to us in order to force us to admire
Berlioz. The fact is that it is prodigious.
It seems to me that I might write something
like it to-morrow, inspired by my cat walk-
Ing on my piano. The performance was
very furious. Princess Metternich gave her-
self a great deal of trouble to make people
think that she understood and to provoke
plaudits which never came. Everybody
yawned; but everybody wanted to seem to
understand this unanswerable enigma. I
imagine that your Arabic music prepares one
well for this infernal noise. The fiasco was
enormous! Auber said that it was Berlioz
without melody.

CCXXXIV.

PARIS, April 2, 1861.

DEAR friend, I am very glad to learn that
you are on this side of the sea. I have
an agreeable remedy for my pains in the
stomach. It consists of little pills which SomeNapoleon's. Princess would be charmed to see Lady Shel-al Library claims them
